Chapter 22:  The First Emperor of China (Qin)

Name:  _____________________________

Section 21.1  Introduction

1.  What are the dates of the Qin dynasty?  

2.  What characteristics of the reign of the first Qin emperor are going to be discussed in this chapter?  

Section 22.2 Creating an Empire

1.  What techniques did Zheng use to conquer the remaining warring states? 
2.  Define the following terms or phrases by giving a synonym, definition or example to show your understanding of the term:

military might

spy (spies)
bribery

(bribe)

Alliance
(ally/allies)

rival

3.  What does Qin Shihuangdi mean?  Why did Zheng take this title?  

4.  What the difference between a king and an emperor?  (Hint:  a king rules a kingdom; an emperor rules an empire; what’s the difference between a kingdom and an empire?)  

5.  How did Qin Shihuangdi end feudalism?  Why did he do this?

6.  Draw two a visual representations (diagrams).  One should show the relationship of peasants, lords and the king under feudal society.  The other should show the relationships under Zheng’s strong central government.  

Feudal society





Centralized government

6.  Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to unite China under a strong central government make him an effective ruler?  Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.

23.3  Standardizing the Culture

1.  What does standardize mean?  

2.  The Emperor of Qin decided to standardize the cultural practices from place to place.  Why did he feel the need to do this?  Why were the practices different to begin with?  

3.  List 5 things that Emperor Qin standardized.


a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


e.

4.  What philosophy underlay Qin Shihuangdi’s legal system? 

5.  Why did Qin standardize money, weights and measures?

6.  How did the Qin Shihuangdi standardize the written language?    

7.  How did the Emperor of Qin enforce his standardization efforts?  
8.  Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to standardize the culture make him an effective ruler?  Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.

22.4  Protecting the Northern Border
1.  What did Qin Shihuangdi do to protect northern states from invaders?  

2.  Who worked on the project?  

3.   Who were the invaders from the north that Qin Shihuangdi was worried about?  How did their lifestyles differ from the Chinese in Qin Shihuangdi’s empire?  Why was the Emperor’s protection strategy effective?  (You will need to do a little inferring.)

4.  Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to protect the northern border make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.

22.5  Ending Opposition
1.  Why was there a conflict between Confucian scholars and the emperor?  
2.  What did the emperor do to prevent people from learning about Confucianism?  

3.  Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to end opposition make him an effective ruler?  Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.

22.6  The Emperor’s Death and the End of the Qin Dynasty

1.  List three things that are in the Emperor’s tomb? 

2.   What happened to the Qin dynasty after the death of Qin Shihuangdi?  

3.  Did the Emperor’s of Qin’s efforts to become immortal make him an effective ruler?  Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.

Copy outline picture of Qin Shihuangdi here.  

Decide whether Qin Shihuangdi was an effective or an ineffective ruler.  If you believe he was an effective ruler, design a commemorative plaque in the space below.  If you believe he was an ineffective ruler, design a “wanted” poster in the space below.  Your plaque or poster must contain the following:  

• a title that indicates whether it is a commemorative plaque or a “wanted” poster


• a picture of the emperor


• at least three actions of the emperor that justify this plaque or poster, with illustrations, visual representations or symbols for each action 











